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Voluntary and Community Sector

Come along and join Swale CVS at Stronger Kent Community
Fairs promote and celebrate the community across Kent – and your
organisation is invited to book a free stall.

Friday 16th March in Faversham at The Alexander
Centre from 11.00am to 1.00pm
Local community groups, charities, voluntary sector organisations and
hobby/interest groups are invited to Book A Stall and promote your
activities.


Network with 30-50 other groups doing good work & interesting
things in the area




Celebrate your volunteers in our SKC thank you presentation at
12.45pm





Raise your profile

Talk about your group, services & activities

Potentially find new service users, group members and volunteers
Find out about the SKC offer across Kent and get funding advice
We look forward to seeing you there

SCEN Contact: Sandy Hammock

01795 473828

office@swalecvs.co.uk

Disclaimer:
Whilst every care has been taken in the preparation of this publication, Swale Community and Voluntary Services
cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions. All contents included in this newsletter are for information
purposes only; inclusion does not imply any recommendation.
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Voluntary and Community Sector

Office Space available at Swale CVS
New room available at
Swale CVS
To hire per hour - £7.50
To rent as an office
£350/month
includes Wi-Fi, 2 desks
and filing cabinet.
Available from the end of March 2018
Photocopying
service available
(at extra charge)

Please contact Zoe
or Jo for more
information on
01795 473828
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Voluntary and Community Sector

Beyond Words
Book Group
Join us for a new reading group for people
with learning difficulties who enjoy sharing
stories in pictures.
To learn more about the group, come along
on

Monday 12 February 2018
3pm
Sheerness Library
For more information, please contact
Sheerness Library on 03000 413131
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Training Opportunities
Stronger Kent Communities Training Courses
Evidencing Need
This course is designed for fundraisers who need to strengthen their case for support to
grant making bodies and statutory funders.
Course dates:
20-Mar Maidstone Book Now
19-Sep Thanet Book Now
Presentation skills
This course is designed for fundraisers, senior officers and Trustees within the voluntary
sector who need to make presentations to funders, local groups, local businesses etc
Course dates:
20-Mar Maidstone Book Now
17-May Sevenoaks Book Now
Diversifying your income
The course provides an introduction to many different ways of raising money from individuals and businesses, including events and community fundraising, regular giving, major donors, legacies....and more! New fundraising ideas guaranteed
Course dates:
11-Apr Gravesham Book now
18-Sep Canterbury Book Now
The Accidental Fundraiser
The course is for those who are relatively new to fundraising and people who may have
had fundraising 'added on' to their existing role. The course will examine what fundraising is really about (probably not what you think!) and how to apply the key principles of
fundraising to maximise success.
Course dates:
16-May Tonbridge & Malling Book Now
16-Oct Shepway Book Now
18-Jul Ashford Book Now
How to book - Each course costs just £10 (including VAT). You can book your course and pay (on Eventbrite’s secure
payment system) using a debit or credit card. You will find out straight away if you have a place.
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Training Opportunities
Stronger Kent Communities Training Courses
Outputs, outcomes and impact assessment
This course is for people who need to improve their applications to grant -making trusts, in particular, by finding and presenting appropriate and convincing information about their organisations outputs, outcomes and impact.
Course dates:
17-May Sevenoaks Book Now
19-Sep Thanet Book Now

Fundraising from grant making bodies
This half-day course is designed for those working in the Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise (VCSE) sector in Kent (excluding Medway) who need to begin or improve their applications to
grant-making trusts and/or National Lottery funders.
Course dates:
05-Jun Swale Book Now
06-Jun Dartford Book Now
18-Jul Ashford Book Now

Tendering and Procurement
This course will examine the issues around bidding for contracts from statutory funders with a view
to helping organisations decide whether this type of funding is right for them
Course dates:
17-Oct Tunbridge Wells Book Now
06-Nov Dover Book Now
How to book
Each course costs just £10 (including VAT). You can book your course and pay (on Eventbrite’s secure payment system)
using a debit or credit card. You will find out straight away if you have a place. .
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Training Opportunities
The Foundation for Social Improvement (The FSI)
Workshops in Medway, March 13th 2018
Workshops cover a wide range of fundraising techniques delivered by experienced and knowledgeable
trainers, to give small charities, voluntary and community groups the skills they need to be sustainable.
You can attend one, two or all three workshops on the day.




Venue: Medway Voluntary Action, 5a New Road Avenue, Chatham, Kent, ME4 6BB
Time: 9.30 – 3.30

Supporting & Managing Volunteers: Session 10.00 am – 11.30 pm
On average, two-fifths of adults volunteer formally once a year and a quarter of adults volunteer
at least once a month. For many small charities, volunteers are at the heart of the valuable
work that they do. The challenge is in recruiting, supporting and managing these volunteers to
ensure a successful volunteering experience, both for the charity and for the volunteer.

Developing Corporate Relationships: Session 11.45 am – 1.15 pm

With £1.8 billion total from private sector moving to the voluntary sector, corporate
fundraising has many opportunities for the charity sector.

Community & Events Fundraising: Session 2.00 pm – 3.30 pm
Community and Events fundraising can be a great way to involve lots of different people in your
charity’s fundraising and engage your local community as a whole. The workshop will provide
you with ideas of potential sources of income from their local communities as well as provide
one or two tools.

Are you a Member of the FSI? If not you need to join prior to booking.

For more information and to book - Here
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Homelessness Support Service for Vulnerable Adults in Kent
Kent County Council (KCC) funds homelessness support services for
vulnerable young people (16-25), adults who are over 18 and offenders
who need additional support. Currently, those services can be
categorised as either ‘supported housing’, ‘floating support’ or ‘rough
sleeper outreach’.
We would like to hear your views on the proposals contained within the
consultation document, which refers to plans for those 18+, and your
thoughts on how we might improve the future delivery of homelessness
support for vulnerable adults in Kent. Your views will be used to help
shape the future of these services after October 2018.

This consultation closes at midnight on 4th March 2018.
Have your say - KCC would like to hear your views on our proposal. We
recommend you read the consultation document which can be found in the
'Consultation Documents' section below.

Consultation Documents
Consultation Document (PDF version)
Consultation Document (Word version)
Questionnaire (Word version)
Questionnaire (PDF version)
Equality Impact Assessment
Summary Version of Consultation Document

Respond to this Consultation
Respond by filling in the online questionnaire

Consultation Links
Sign up for notifications about this consultation
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Health and Wellbeing

Kent Carers Strategy- your views needed
Do you look after or give any help or support to family members, friends, neighbours or others
because of long-term physical or mental ill-health, disability or problems related to old age?
In Kent we use the term “Carer” to cover the majority of people in this situation.
Kent County Council and Kent’s Clinical Commissioning Groups are coming together to
produce a Kent Wide Carers Strategy.
We think that a strategy for Carers needs to reflect Carers lives now, and the impact of social,
environmental and economic factors on their health and wellbeing. We want to better
understand the support they may need to live well while caring for a family member or friend.
This cannot be done without talking to Kent’s Carers.
Carers conversations
We want to identify a wide range of Carers, those already registered with Carers services and
those who are not. We want to start an active conversation to inform the Kent Carers Strategy
and influence future service provision. We have arranged a number of small events across
Kent to speak to Carers in small group conversations.
How your information will be used
Any information submitted to us by Carers during this process will be anonymised and used
only to inform the Carers strategy and future commissioning; personal details will not be shared
for other purposes or with other organisations.
To better enable carers to attend, some sessions will also be running activities in a separate
room for the 'cared for' person, in some locations there may also be some provision of
alternative support for those 'cared for' people who are unable to leave their home, this will be
discussed on an individual basis.

Get in touch and get involved
If you would like to be a part of this work either through attending one of the local
sessions, through completing a questionnaire, or would like more information
please contact Tracey Schneider, Commissioning Officer on 03000 415 483 or
email Tracey.Schneider@kent.gov.uk.
We are conscious that we do not want anyone to be excluded from this process. Please leave
your name and contact number along with the best time (am, pm, evening) to call you back,
and Tracey and her team will do their best to call you at a suitable time.
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KCC Inside Track
Please click below for the latest edition of
the "Inside Track" newsletter
produced by Kent County Council which
contains the latest information on national,
regional and local sources of funding.
Can be found here
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Money Saving Expert (MSE) Charity Opens for
First Round of 2018
MSE Charity is currently accepting UK applications to its ‘Living
with Long Term Challenges’ theme but will close as soon as 40
applications are accepted so groups should not wait to apply
The Money Saving Expert (MSE) Charity is designed to try and break the cycle of
debt. It aims to fight financial and consumer illiteracy and is dedicated to
educating and informing adults and children about consumer and debt issues.
The Charity holds two funding rounds each year with a different theme for each
round.
The theme for the current round (1 February to 2 March 2018) is:
Living with Long Term Challenges projects should focus on building financial
capability skills assisting people who support dementia, autism, learning
difficulties, caring responsibilities, mental illness, brain injury and stroke.
All applications must demonstrate how the project they are seeking funding for
has a lasting impact on people who have or care for those living with long-term
challenges as listed above by supporting them to become more financially
capable. Projects must commence from June 2018 onwards.


This year, MSE has raised the maximum grant level from £5,000 to £7,500.
Small to medium-sized non-profit organisations with a constitution can apply. This
includes UK registered charities, community interest companies, social
enterprises and credit unions. To be eligible, applicants should have an annual
income of less than £500,000 and have unrestricted reserves that are less than
six months of their running costs.
Applicants are advised to apply early in the month as the round will be limited to
the first 40 applications that are accepted or the deadline, whichever is soonest.
The application deadline for the Living with Long Term Challenges round is
2 March 2018 (5pm)
For more details and to apply - http://www.msecharity.com/how-to-apply
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Women’s Vote Centenary Grants Scheme Large Grant Fund Opens for England
Not-for-profit organisations have until 27 February to submit an application for a limited
number of large grants for projects in England that celebrate the centenary of women
gaining the right to vote
The Government Equalities Office has established the £1.5 million Women’s Vote Centenary
Grant scheme to mark the centenary of women gaining the right to vote in England. (The
Representation of the People Act in 1918 extended the vote to women for the first time in the
UK.)
The Fund has been divided into a large grant scheme and a small grant scheme. The large
grant scheme is currently open to applications form not-for-profit organisations including
voluntary and community organisations, registered charities, social enterprises and other not
for profit companies or ventures, community benefit societies and co-operative societies,
colleges and universities, and trade unions that meet the statutory definition of a trade union.
Museums, galleries and cultural organisations are encouraged to apply. Partnerships or
consortia are able to apply for funding.
There are two funding rounds. Round 1, which is currently open for applications, has a budget
of around £700,000 and will award grants of between £30,000 and £125,000. It is expected that
around 8 to 12 projects will receive funding in this round. Round 2 which will open ‘around April’
2018 will have around £400,000 and grants will be between £2,000 and £65,000.
The large grant fund has been established to create a lasting legacy for the centenary by
supporting work that is important, engaging and genuinely standout. Projects must have
regional or national (England) significance and have an impact beyond the project duration.
The funding is intended to support the overall objectives for the centenary, which are:


CELEBRATE, INSPIRE and REMEMBER: to increase national awareness and mark 100
years since women got the right to vote. This is for all groups.
 EDUCATE: to increase young people’s knowledge of UK democracy and its importance,
and increase their democratic participation. The beneficiaries need to be young people
aged 16-30 years.
 PARTICIPATE: to aspire to achieve gender parity in local and national politics by the
centenary of the Equal Franchise Act by 2028. The beneficiaries need to be women aged
16 years and older.
Projects should have capability, capacity, reach and networks and they need to meet either or
both the EDUCATE and PARTICIPATE objectives, and may optionally meet the CELEBRATE
objective as well.
All projects, whether from round 1 or 2, must be completed by the end of December 2018.
The deadline for applications to Round 1 is 27 February 2018 (23:59)
For more information and to apply - https://www.womensvotecentenaryfund.co.uk/
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Job Vacancies

Administrator/Co-ordinator
Job Summary
The role is an administrator/co-ordinator in a busy
charity's office based in Sittingbourne but serving
families throughout Kent. They would be part of an
administration team and work in an office with two other
members of staff. Being able to work as part of a team is essential.
Hours are 9.30am to 5.00pm Monday to Thursday.
Responsibilities and Duties
The successful applicant must be excellent on the phone and must be able to
show empathy, as the majority of the role is dealing with clients who are often
emotional. It also entails arranging meetings, dealing with mediators and clients,
checking Legal Aid applications, collating meeting paperwork, case management
and general administration duties. It is a very busy position and therefore good
work load management and ability to work on their own initiative is paramount.
Qualifications and Skills
IT skills, including word and excel. Minimum Grade C GCSE in Maths and
English.
Experience in dealing with clients an advantage.
Benefits
Workplace Pension Scheme.
Job Type: Part-time
Salary: £10,600.00 /year
Required experience:
Administration: 2 years
To apply - Here

